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DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS

1. Political Tensions Mount Over Trump’s Chicago Crackdown Plans (Wall Street

Journal, August 16)

President Trump has signaled that Chicago is likely the next city targeted in his federal “crackdown on
crime,” following recent deployments of National Guard troops to Washington, D.C., and Los Angeles.
Describing Chicago as “a mess,” Trump suggested residents are demanding federal intervention to restore
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3. Tulsi Gabbard Slashes National Intelligence Staff by 40% (Associated Press,

August 20)

In late August 2025, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) announced a sweeping
overhaul under Director Tulsi Gabbard, with plans to slash over 40% of its workforce and eliminate more
than $700 million in annual funding. Gabbard framed the cuts as necessary to eliminate inefficiencies,
unauthorized leaks, and the “weaponization” of intelligence, emphasizing the need for a streamlined,
mission-focused agency. A key facet of the reorganization involves dissolving the Foreign Malign
Influence Center, which had countered election interference, and merging its functions into other

government entities. The move elicited a partisan reaction: Republicans applauded efforts to streamline



https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/trump-looks-to-chicago-next-in-federal-crackdown-on-crime-e2825d27
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/trump-looks-to-chicago-next-in-federal-crackdown-on-crime-e2825d27
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/hundreds-national-guard-troops-expected-arrive-dc/story?id=124746215
https://apnews.com/article/gabbard-intelligence-cuts-trump-e982e5364481d41a058e2bd78be4060f
https://apnews.com/article/gabbard-intelligence-cuts-trump-e982e5364481d41a058e2bd78be4060f

operations, while Democrats warned it might undermine national security amid a broader pattern of

dismantling institutions overseeing election integrity.

4. Trump Administration Asks Supreme Court to Halt Foreign Aid Payments

(Reuters, August 23)

The Trump administration filed an emergency request with the U.S. Supreme Court to suspend a federal
district court's injunction requiring the continuation of foreign aid payments. This injunction had forced

the administration to disburse nearly $2 billion to aid organizations despite President Trump's January 20

executive order pausing all foreign aid for Q0.da

Justice argued that, without religfffom tk&ﬂg

\ﬂ'sc

and moves to dismantle USAID. The Department of

fss held in tiilchurch sect Ahwlnciaflon Catholic School, a

afler said afitiend shielded him from

e,tnﬁ ing that Westman died by

many bearing hateful slogaig andCpoks nces 0 past mas gt antisemitic content. The FBI is

investigating this as a domestic 8 argeting Catholics

6. U.S. Jobless Claims Rise Sharply (Bloomberg, August 25)

In mid-August 2025, U.S. labor market data revealed early signs of cooling: initial jobless claims rose
sharply by 11,000 to 235,000 for the week ending August 16, marking the highest level since June and
exceeding economists’ projections of 225,000. More notably, continuing claims, which track those still
receiving unemployment benefits, jumped by roughly 30,000 to 1.97 million by the week ending August
9, the highest reading since November 2021. Though layoffs remain historically moderate, these trends,
along with weak hiring and elevated unemployment, point toward rising labour market strains and may

buoy expectations of interest rate cuts in the near term.



https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-asks-us-supreme-court-halt-foreign-aid-payments-2025-08-26/
https://edition.cnn.com/us/live-news/annunciation-catholic-school-minneapolis-shooting-08-27-25
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-08-21/us-jobless-claims-rise-continuing-filings-highest-since-2021
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7. Court Rules Most Trump Tariffs Illegal, As Appeals Continue (CNBC., August 29)

A U.S. appeals court ruled on August 29, 2025, in a 74 decision that most of President Trump's sweeping
global tariffs, which he imposed under the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), were
unlawful, concluding that the law does not authorize the president to impose broad import taxes without
explicit congressional authority. However, the court allowed those tariffs to remain in effect until October
14, giving the administration time to appeal to the Supreme Court. The decision sets the stage for a major

constitutional showdown over the limits of executive power in trade policy.
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https://www.cnbc.com/2025/08/29/trump-trade-tariffs-appeals-court-ieepa.html
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/trump-moves-to-rename-us-defence-department-the-department-of-war/ar-AA1LyLkZ
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/trump-moves-to-rename-us-defence-department-the-department-of-war/ar-AA1LyLkZ

IN THE WORLD

1. Trump-Putin Meet in Alaska For a Historic Summit (NBC News, August 16)

On August 15, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin met for
nearly three hours at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage, Alaska, the first time Putin had
visited U.S. soil since the Ukraine invasion. The summit focused on the conflict in Ukraine, with
Trump expressing optimism over progress, while Putin insisted that the “root causes” of the war,
including NATQO’s eastward expansion, must be resolved. Although both leaders described the talks

as “constructive,” no ceasefire or fouas yas reached, and responsibility for peace was
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3. U.S. Cancels India Trade Talks Ahead of Tariff Deadline (Reuters. August 18)

A planned visit by U.S. trade negotiators to New Delhi, scheduled for August 25-29, was abruptly
called off, derailing the current round of bilateral trade negotiations and extinguishing hopes of
securing relief before a new 25% U.S. tariff, raising duties to as high as 50%, went into effect on
August 27. The cancellation arrives amid escalating tensions over unresolved disputes, including
India's reluctance to open its dairy and agricultural sectors and its continued imports of Russian oil,

which Washington cited as justification for the punitive tariffs.



https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/live-blog/trump-putin-summit-alaska-ukraine-war-russia-peace-live-updates-rcna224983
https://edition.cnn.com/politics/live-news/trump-ukraine-zelensky-russia-putin-08-18-25
https://www.reuters.com/world/india/us-india-trade-talks-scheduled-august-called-off-source-says-2025-08-16/
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4. Talk of NATO-like Security Offer for Ukraine (France24, August 20)

As Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky prepared to meet with U.S. President Trump alongside
European leaders in Washington, the focus was on extending NATO-style security guarantees to
Ukraine, archival commitments akin to Article 5 collective defence, which holds that an attack on one
is an attack on all. Steve Witkoff, Trump’s special envoy to Russia, indicated that this unprecedented
approach might gain traction, with even Russia showing tentative openness to such security assurances.

The proposed framework would aim to protect Kyiv without granting formal NATO membership, an

outcome that Moscow has consis osed, rcpresgating a pivotal shift in Western diplomatic
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The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), the world’s most authoritative monitor of
hunger crises, has formally declared a famine in Gaza City, marking the first time such a classification
has been applied there. The report calls the situation a “man-made disaster”, driven by Israel’s military
campaign, blockade restrictions, and the collapse of Gaza’s food supply systems. Nearly half a million
people, roughly a quarter of Gaza’s entire population, are now enduring catastrophic conditions, facing
starvation, destitution, and imminent death unless aid access dramatically improves. Humanitarian
groups stress that famine is not a sudden event but the culmination of prolonged deprivation, with
families surviving on animal feed, contaminated water, and sporadic aid drops. Experts warn the crisis

could rapidly spread beyond Gaza City to other parts of the enclave unless an immediate ceasefire,



https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20250817-nato-like-protection-for-ukraine-in-focus-as-zelensky-european-leaders-head-for-trump-meeting
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/18/middleeast/hamas-israel-gaza-ceasefire-proposal-intl-latam
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/man-made-disaster-famine-declared-in-gaza-city-where-half-a-million-face-starvation

sustained humanitarian corridors, and large-scale international intervention are put in place,

underscoring the devastating human cost of the ongoing conflict.

7. U.S. Administration Mulls Long-Term Governance of Gaza (Firstpost. August
24)

The Trump administration is weighing a sweeping post-war proposal for Gaza, under which the U.S.
would administer the territory for at least a decade through the so-called Gaza Reconstitution,
Economic Acceleration and Transformation Trust (GREAT Trust). The plan envisions the temporary

relocation of Gaza’s more than 2 milliop either to other countries or into secured zones, for

such as price floors and guaranteed purchases to bolster production outside China. Simultaneously,
Canberra’s Lynas is raising hundreds of millions to expand operations in Malaysia and the U.S., as
part of a Western push to break Beijing’s dominance. Despite these initiatives, China retains
overwhelming control over processing capabilities, prompting Washington to rely on semiconductor
export flexibilities to keep rare-earth imports flowing while it scales up alternatives. Gradual shifts are

underway, but full decoupling will take years.

9. Trump Signals Tougher Sanctions if Russia Avoids Ceasefire (Reuters, August

26)



https://www.firstpost.com/world/trump-administration-mulls-post-war-gaza-plan-with-decade-long-us-control-relocation-of-population-report-ws-e-13929682.html?
https://www.firstpost.com/world/trump-administration-mulls-post-war-gaza-plan-with-decade-long-us-control-relocation-of-population-report-ws-e-13929682.html?
https://apnews.com/article/rare-earths-critical-minerals-trump-china-tariffs-edf8ff79ec97d7245f64afa9f9ac713a
https://apnews.com/article/rare-earths-critical-minerals-trump-china-tariffs-edf8ff79ec97d7245f64afa9f9ac713a
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/with-no-ukraine-peace-deal-trump-again-threatens-russia-sanctions-2025-08-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/with-no-ukraine-peace-deal-trump-again-threatens-russia-sanctions-2025-08-22/
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President Trump warned that he could impose “massive sanctions,” “massive tariffs,” or both on
Russia within two weeks if there is no progress toward a Ukraine peace deal, signaling a shift toward
economic pressure after his talks with Putin in Alaska failed to yield a breakthrough. Speaking at the
White House, Trump said he would soon make a “very important decision” on Russia’s future,
underscoring that Washington would not resort to military confrontation but could escalate economic

costs if Moscow does not move toward a ceasefire.

10. U.S. Considers Sanctions Over EU Digital Services Act (Politico, August 26)

The Trump administration pose sanctions on European Union and
national officials respg Act (DSA), escalating tensions
in the transatlant options under consideration
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11. Russia Warns U.S. Over A¥eti i Bwsweek, August 31)

United States and Norway carried out a significant joint military operation near Russia’s Arctic border,
involving naval ships and aircraft in the Barents Sea as part of NATO’s ongoing efforts to enhance its
presence and interoperability in the region. This demonstration of military strength comes in the
context of heightened regional tensions, as NATO has expanded to include Finland and Sweden, and
as Russia maintains extensive defensive infrastructure in the Arctic. The joint maneuvers, including
large-scale cold-weather exercises, highlight the alliance’s preparedness for Arctic operations and aim
to deter perceived Russian aggression while reinforcing collective defense commitments. These

activities also reflect broader geopolitical competition, with both sides viewing the Arctic as a



https://www.politico.eu/article/us-question-report-sanction-eu-officials-dsa-donald-trump/
https://www.newsweek.com/us-norway-nato-russia-arctic-doorstep-2122460

strategically vital zone for projecting power and securing national interests amid a complex and

evolving security landscape.
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